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September 14, 2020
Dear Families,

Even in the face of so much change, September is still the most exciting time of year. There’s a back-to-school
energy in the air as all over the city, educators, students, and families are getting ready for the school year to
begin.

And all of us at the Department of Education have been busy too. In this Reopening Update for Families, I am
happy to share important information on:

e The 2020-21 School Calendar

o Ensuring your school’s ventilation is in good working order

e How to get tested for COVID-19 before the school year begins

o How to stay informed on confirmed COVID-19 cases in your school community

As we prepare for the new school year, I want to reassure you that we are leaving no stone unturned to protect
our students, educators, and families. That is why we are doubling down on all our health and safety protocols—
from ventilation to face coverings, physical distancing, nightly cleaning, and frequent hand washing/sanitizing.
It’s why we will make all information available to the public.

As always, all information regarding back to school can be found at schools.nyc.gov/returntoschool2020. If you
have additional questions regarding the information in this letter, please contact your principal. You can find the
page for your child’s school on our website using “Find a School” at schoolsearch.schools.nyc. Principal
information is on each school’s web page in the “School Contacts and Information” section.

I also want to remind you about an important way you can help protect your school community regarding travel.
Several states are still seeing high transmission rates of COVID-19 - you can find the list at ny.gov/traveladvisory.
All New Yorkers are strongly advised to avoid travel to these states, but if you must travel to one of these areas,
you will have to fill out the New York State Traveler Health Form and quarantine for 14 days when you return to
New York City—it’s required by New York State. For more information on COVID-19 testing, tracing, and how
to safely quarantine, visit testandtrace.nyc.

These next few days are about getting everything ready for the incredible school year that lies ahead. We look
forward to welcoming your child back for partial-day instructional orientation starting September 16, and for full-
day instruction for both blended learning and remote learning on September 21!

Sincerely,

/6(&‘“@\@“2{

Richard A. Carranza
Chancellor
New York City Department of Education


https://www.schools.nyc.gov/school-year-20-21/return-to-school-2020/health-and-safety
https://schoolsearch.schools.nyc/
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fny.gov%2Ftraveladvisory&data=02%7C01%7CLLaurence%40schools.nyc.gov%7C0b5702117f0941a21cff08d855a0b223%7C18492cb7ef45456185710c42e5f7ac07%7C0%7C0%7C637353495949674962&sdata=9OYD3dssQoPgudDfChchFH8SfxfIX4U0xCgmNTcHFj8%3D&reserved=0
http://testandtrace.nyc/
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Reopening Update for Families: September 14, 2020

School Calendar

We recently announced that the school year will begin for students on Wednesday, September 16 with a part-
time instructional orientation period. Full-time learning will begin on Monday, September 21. I am pleased
today to share with you a calendar for the full 2020-21 school year at schools.nyc.gov/calendar.

There are some important differences for this school year that we want to highlight:

e September 16—18 will be remote partial instructional days for students focused on getting your child
ready for learning this year. All students are expected to participate and engage. Your school will
confirm your child’s exact schedule and provide log-in instruction for-these three days.

e September 21 is the first full-time day of teaching and learning for students in both fully remote and
blended learning (in which they are learning in school buildings for part of the week, and remotely for
the rest of the week).

e November 3, Election Day, will be a fully remote learning day for all students. In past years, students did
not attend school on Election Day.

e On “snow days” - or days in which school buildings are closed due to an emergency - all students and
families should plan on participating in remote learning.

Please reach out to your school with any questions you may have about the school calendar for this year.

Ventilation Inspections

Ensuring proper ventilation is an important part of our health and safety protocols. Proper ventilation can reduce
the level of viruses, including COVID-19, inside buildings. According to our City and federal public health
experts, a room is safe when air is able to flow in and out - whether through an open window or mechanical
means, such as HVAC systems or air handlers. I am pleased to report that we have completed ventilation
inspections in every New York City public school building.

Here are our findings:

Of over 64,000 classrooms inspected, 96 percent have been confirmed to have ventilation that meets
City health and safety standards.

Where a ventilation issue was identified, the DOE is swiftly implementing repairs. Many issues have
already been addressed and fixed.

Per federal guidance, we are also inspecting and ensuring proper ventilation in restrooms, kitchens,
and other areas used by students and staff.

Any rooms with ventilation issues that haven’t been repaired before the first full-time day of
teaching and learning on September 21 will not be used by staff or students.

You can see the inspection results for your child’s school by visiting schools.nyc.gov/ventilation.



https://www.schools.nyc.gov/calendar
http://schools.nyc.gov/ventilation

Department of
Education

Chancellor Richard A. Carranza

How to Get Tested for COVID-19 Before the School Year Begins

It’s up to all of us to keep our school communities and families safe by wearing face coverings, keeping our
distance, washing hands frequently, and getting tested! Help us keep our schools open and school communities
healthy by getting tested for COVID-19 before buildings reopen for learning. It’s safe, free, and easy for
everyone, regardless of immigration or insurance status. To find a testing site near you, visit

http://schools.nyc.gov/covidtesting.

How to Stay Informed on Confirmed COVID-19 Cases in Your School Community

It’s important that your school can reach you to share crucial information quickly, including alerts about
confirmed COVID-19 cases in your child’s school. Please sign up for a NYC Schools Account (NYCSA) so
we can contact you via phone, email, or text message. With NYCSA, you can access your child’s grades, test
scores, schedules, transportation information, and more—from anywhere, and in all nine standard DOE
language translations. In order to see your child’s records, request an Account Creation Code from your school.
I encourage you to keep your contact information up to date; so your school can get in touch with you in the
event of an emergency. If you don’t have an account, sign up today at schools.nyc.gov/nycsa. It only takes five

minutes!

To view a copy of this document in your language, visit schools.nyc.gov/messagesforfamilies

MEEEFXHFESRFH LB

Ll 55 oy edisol] 0.4 (0 dazyio dsvuss e g3M
schools.nyc.gov/messagesforfamilies

OB THIACG WamgS AEN (TS,

schools.nyc.gov/messagesforfamilies ST Fe

schools.nyc.gov/messagesforfamilies

Pour voir une version traduite de ce document,
allez sur schools.nyc.gov/messagesforfamilies

Pou we yon vésyon dokiman sa a nan lot lang,
ale nan schools.nyc.gov/messagesforfamilies

UERETEET

el

schools.nyc.gov/messagesforfamiliest| Q{&LICE.

MepeBoj AOKYMEHTa HaxoAMTCA NO agpecy:
schools.nyc.gov/messagesforfamilies

Para ver una version traducida
de este documento, visite
schools.nyc.gov/messagesforfamilies

ol 53 B o 5 0> el 0ad dam § jaglis ol
schools.nyc.gov/messagesforfamilies



http://schools.nyc.gov/covidtesting
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/nycsa

	School Calendar
	Ventilation Inspections
	How to Get Tested for COVID-19 Before the School Year Begins




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		update-for-families-september-14-2020.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 3



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed manually		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

